
Hosta
Hostas are the perfect shade perennials.  Most require shade, but a few will tolerate 
some sun.  They are easy to grow and will thrive even among tree roots.

Selecting your Hosta:  There are many varieties of Hosta, and you should 
consider many factors before choosing your plants.  On the reverse side of this page 
is a list showing:  color of foliage and blooms, height and width of mature plants, 
bloom height, special features such as fragrance, percentage of shade needed

Preparation and Planting:  All Stauffers hostas are sold as potted plants and can 
be planted any time, even in late November.  Turn over soil using a spade, shovel 
or rototiller;  add humus, compost or Canadian sphagnum peat moss and mix 
thoroughly.  Dig the planting hole at least 15 inches across, or approximately 3 times 
the width of the container or the clump. Place the plant in the hole with the top 
of the soil or crown at 1½  inches above the soil level.  This is done to allow for 
addition of 1½  inches of Stauffers premium all bark mulch.

Feeding and Watering:  During the first growing season, feed all hostas with a 
well balanced liquid plant food.  Established plants should be fed in early April using 
Stauffers bulb and perennial food at ¼ pound per clump, or 1/3 pound for very large 
clumps.  Spread evenly at 12 inches from center of clump.  Established hostas will 
require very little water, except for extremely dry periods when you will need to 
water every 7 to 10 days to obtain the best foliage and increase in clump size.

Insects and Weeds:  Snails and slugs are often found in Hosta beds, and eaten 
foliage or holes in the foliage is a sure sign these insects exist.  These critters are 
easy to control by using ‘Ortha Slug-getta’ pellets; apply according to the label.  
For weeds, use a preventive control such as ‘Preen’.

Dividing Clumps and Cutting Back:  Established clumps 4 or 5 years old 
may be divided by lifting the clump, cutting it into 3 or 4 pieces, and replanting as 
described above.  Dividing is most successful in the spring when the crowns are ½ 
to 1 inch above the soil line, before the weather is too hot.  In late fall, when heavy 
frost or freeze turns the foliage brown, you may cut foliage to 3” above ground level, 
or leave the foliage on all winter and remove it in spring, if you prefer.
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